Patrick Long’s & Sebastien Bourdais’
Comments About the 8th Annual
Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart Race

It’s only fitting that this year’s 8th annual Kart 4 Kids charity karting event takes place just a few steps from the
entrance of Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital in St Pete. It’s also just a stone’s throw from Dan Wheldon
Way. Each year the event grows, the funds raised increase, and the awareness around a special hospital and a
group of kids accelerate.
Thank you to our hosts, all of the sponsors, partners, donors, pro drivers, and especially the large committee of
great volunteers who make the production of this event happen.
This event started off as a humble gathering, with the goal of raising a few dollars in the name of Dan Wheldon
for the Hospital. Dan was a St. Pete resident, and someone who had a lot of time for All Children’s. We
continue to race in his memory and smile as status and organization of this gathering continues to reach new
boundaries!

A few milestones were reached in 2018 for Kart for Kids. We managed to donate 130k$ to Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital, bring the event downtown and reinforce the involvement of the community and sponsors
thanks to our amazing group of volunteers. The response from the racing community was no less impressive,
with many drivers from different series donating their apparel and time.
2019 will be no less impressive and I want to thank each and every individual for their continued support. So
now, let’s go racing!
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Some of the equipment All Children’s Hospital
recently purchased with Kart 4 Kids donations.

“Creating healthy tomorrows...
for one child, for All Children.”

Another Kart 4 Kids fund-raising record!

Last year’s Kart 4 Kids celebration raised $131,000 for John’s Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.

OUR HARD WORKING
2019 RACE COMMITTEE
Event Chairmen – Sebastien Bourdais and Patrick Long
Dave Bassett, Co-Chair; President Kart4Kids, Inc.
Page Obenshain, Co-chair; Vice President Kart4kids, Inc.

Al Thomas, Bob Dikman, Charlie Neilson, Christal Smithyman,
Chris Russick, David White, Denise Remus, Daniela Boesshenz,
Howard Jacobs, Jan Heylen, Jeff Holcombe, Josh Breckeen, Will Reilly
Jim Reichert, Larry Mendez, Lee Obenshain, Neil van Niekerk,
Pamela Richard, Terry Richard, Samantha Locke, Diedra Church
A very special thanks to Melissa Schneider

Photo courtesy Juha Lievonen

A very special thank you
to the Firestone Grand
Prix of St. Petersburg

2019 Pro Driver Information
PatrickLong.com
Patrick Long, is our Event Co-Chairman and has been an ardent supporter since
it’s inception eight years ago. Patrick is a Porsche factory driver and is the only
American to hold that distinction since 2003. Patrick is a three-time ALMS GT
driver’s champion (05,09,10), Pirelli World Challenge GT Drivers Champion (2011.
2017), two time class winner at the 24 Hours of Le Mans (2004, 07), Rolex 24
At Daytona win(2009), two 12 Hours of Sebring wins(2005,2014), three wins at
the Petit Le Mans, a class winner at the 2013 SCORE Baja 1000 and a class win
and P2 overall at the Liqui-Moly 12 Hours of Bathurst. Patrick teamed up with
Patrick Dempsey in 2013, 2014 and 2015 at Le Mans culminating in a GTE 2nd
place finish in 2015. In 2015, Patrick drove in both the WEC series GTE class with
Dempsey-Proton Racing, scoring a first place finish at Fuji, and in IMSA with the
#17 Falken Tire Porsche team. In 2016 Patrick placed 2nd in GTD class at the 24
Hours at Daytona with Black Swan Racing and took 2nd place in the Pirelli World
Challenge GT Series Championship driving the Porsche GT3 R with 3 wins. He
also drove in the FIA-WEC series in GTE-AM with Abu Dhabi Proton Racing. In
2017, driving the Porsche GT3 R for Wright Motorsports in the Pirelli World Challenge GT series, Patrick won the GT Sprint Championship, the Overall GT Drivers
Championship, the GT Manufacturers Championship for Porsche and the GT
Team Championship for Wright Motorsports. The team moved to the GTD class in
the WeatherTech SportsCar Championship in 2018, scoring a win at Road America. Patrick will continue with Wright MotorSports in the Blancpain GT World Challenge America series and has joined the Park Place Motorsports team competing
in the WeatherTech SportsCar series for the 2019 season.

Patrick Long

SpencerPumpelly.com
Spencer makes his 4th appearance with us this year. Regarded as a Porsche
specialist, Spencer has amassed multiple victories in the American Le Mans
Series and GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series, including two GT class wins
at The Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona. 2006 to 2012 Spencer drove for TRG in the
GRAND-AM Rolex GT series, GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge
and American Le Mans Series GTC class. In 2014, Spencer raced the #45 Flying
Lizard Porsche in the Tudor United Sportscar Championship GTD class and at
Le Mans. In 2015 he raced with Park Place Motorsports in the #73 GTD entry
with 2 wins at Laguna Seca and Road Atlanta. Also, in the CTSCC ST class with
4 wins and the Pirelli World Challenge with 1 win. In 2016 Spencer was back in
the Rennsport One Porsche Cayman in CTSSC ST class where they finished
2nd in the BMW 200 at Daytona. And, in a new #16 GTD Lamborghini Huracan
in the WeatherTech SportsCar Championship with the Drive For Change Racing
team. 2017 saw Spencer in the Pirelli World Challenge GT with Magnus Racing
and the WSCC with Alegra Motorsports. In 2018 Spencer raced Le Mans with
Proton Competition and the WSCC with Park Place Motorsports and with TRG in
the Pirelli World Challenge and the Continental Tire Sportscar Challenge. In 2019
Spencer will race in the WeatherTech Sportscar Championship and Rolex 24 with
Magnus Racing driving the Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo. Spencer will race in
the Michelin Endurance Cup races with Magnus Racing.

Spencer Pumpelly

2019 Pro Driver Information
S e b a s t i e n B o u r d a i s 				 SBourdais.com

Sebastien joins us for his 6th consecutive year and as Event Co-Chairman is an
invaluable asset to our success. Sebastien has competed in virtually every major
sports and open wheel racing series in the world. His extensive resume includes 4
consecutive Champ Car titles ’04-’07 with 31 wins, and the record for most wins
in a season. He did a stint in Formula 1 in 2007-08 with Toro Rosso. He had 12
starts at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, with 3-2nd place finishes and a 1st in LM GTE
Pro class in the Chip Ganassi Ford GT in 2016. He has 12 starts at the 12 Hours
of Sebring with a 1st and two 2nd overalls and a 1st and 2nd in class. Sebastien
has 11 starts in the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona with wins in 2014 and 2017 and
a 2nd in class in 2018. In 2017, after a very successful start to the season with a
1st in class at the 24 Hours at Daytona and a win at the IndyCar season opener at
St. Petersburg, Sebastien experienced a horrific crash while qualifying for the Indy
500. Sebastien miraculously recovered over the summer in time to come back to
the IndyCar series for the last 3 races of the season. In 2018 Sebastian again won
the Verizon IndyCar Series opener at St. Petersburg with Dale Coyne Racing with
Vasser-Sullivan and drove the Chip Ganassi Ford GT car in the 24 Hours at Le
Mans, Rolex 24, 12 Hours at Sebring and Petit Le Mans distance races. Sebastien starts off the 2019 season at Daytona with Chip Ganassi Racing and at the
Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, NTT IndyCar series race with Dale Coyne
Racing hopefully with a win again this year.
ScottDixon.com
Scott joins us again for the third consecutive year to help the kids at All Children’s Hospital. Scott also started in Karts as a kid and was very successful like
most of our Pro-drivers. This year Scott starts his 18th consecutive season with
Chip Ganassi Racing, a team record, in the Verizon IndyCar Series. Scott has
the distinction of having the most wins of any active IndyCar driver with 44 wins.
Scott is a 5 time NTT IndyCar Series Champion in 2003, 2008, 2013, 2015 and
2018 as well as winning the Indianapolis 500 in 2008. Scott and the Chip Ganassi team won the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona in 2006, 2015 and GTLM class
in 2018 with a second place overall in 2011. In 2016, Scott and team drove the
Chip Ganassi Ford GT to a 3rd place finish in the 24 Hours at Le Mans. Scott is
off to another great season with a good showing at this year’s 2019 Rolex 24 at
Daytona and looking forward to another winning season with the Chip Ganassi
IndyCar team.

Scott Dixon

PatricioOWard.com
Pato is making his first appearance at the Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart race. Pato got
his start racing Karts in Mexico and captured numerous championship titles there
and in the States. Pato moved to Formula car racing in 2013, joining the Formula LATAM F2000 Series in Mexico, the Pacific F2000 Series in the U.S. and the
Formula Renault 1.6 NEC Junior Series in Europe. At the age of 13 he captured
his first formula car win at the famous Paul Ricard Circuit while competing in the
competitive French Formula 4 series. In 2017 he won the Weathertech SportsCar
Championship and the North American Endurance Cup, both in the PC class. In
2018, Pato won the Indy Lights Championship title on the strength of nine wins,
13 podiums and nine poles in 17 races. Pato is currently in negotiations for a
IndyCar seat.

P a t r i c i o O ’ Wa r d

2019 Pro Driver Information
J a m e s F r e n c h 					

James is joining us for his third year to help the kids at All Children’s Hospital.
James started racing Karts when he was 5 and graduated to SCCA club racing
in several series from 2008 through 2011. James got his first professional drive
in an LMPC Oreca in the American Le Mans Series in 2012 and again in 2013.
James joined Performance Tech Motorsports in 2014 driving 5 races in P2 cars in
the USCC and 9 races in 2015 with 5 podium finishes. In 2016 James continued
in Prototype Challenge cars with Performance Tech Motorsports competing in
11 races with 6 podiums and a pole at Road America. 2017 was a banner year
with a 1st in class finish at the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona, competing in 8 races
scoring 7 wins and 8 podiums and 7 pole positions. During the 2018 season with
Performance Tech Motorsports the team moved up to the Prototype class in the
Weather Tech SportsCar Championship series. James and the Performance Tech
team will run in the IMSA Prototype Challenge LMP-3 class in 2019.
JanHeylen.com
Jan returns for his 7th consecutive year to support the kids at All Children’s
Hospital and has been a member of the K4K Race committee for several years.
Jan’s impressive racing resume includes Champ Car, ALMS, Rolex Grand-Am,
Tudor United Sportscar Series, FIA GT3 European Championship, Continental
Tire Sportscar Challenge and many European series. In 2014 and 2015 Jan
paired up with Madison Snow in the Wright Motorsports #58 Porsche in the
highly competitive GTD Class of the USCC series. Jan helped the team take two
consecutive 3rd place finishes at the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona as well as two
other podium finishes. In 2017 Jan competed in the Rolex 24 at Daytona in the
TRG Porsche GT3 R. Jan also drove in the Pirelli World Challenge SprintX GT
Pro-Am series for Wright Motorsports finishing in 2nd place overall with 4 wins and
7 podiums. Jan currently races the RS1 Porsche 718 GT4 Club Sport in the GS
class of the IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge.

Jan Heylen

TrentHindman.com
Trent is back for his 6th year helping the kids at All Children’s Hospital. By the
time Trent was 18 he had competed in the USF2000 Road to Indy Series, won
a Team USA Scholarship, placed 2nd in the GT-2 SCCA Nationals, scored 8
wins in the SCCA US Majors Tour and competed in 5 races in the Continental
Tire SportsCar Challenge with Fall Line Motorsports. In 2014, continuing with
Fall Line and still 18, Trent placed 2nd in GS class at both the Rolex 24 at
Daytona and Sebring, on his way to winning both the Driver and Team GS Class
Championships in CTSCC with wins at Mazda Raceway and COTA. In 2015
Trent placed third in the GS Team Championship with a win at Road Atlanta. In
2016 Trent won the Blancpain Lamborghini Super Trofeo North America Pro-Am
Class Championship and the SCCA National Runoff Championship in GT-2. In
2017, Trent drove the Body Motion Racing #12 Porsche Cayman GT4 GS to a
3rd place in the CTSCC and was the Pirelli World Challenge SprintX GTS Pro/
Am Driver’s Champion with Case-It Racing. In 2018 Trent finished 3rd in GTD
class at the Rolex 24 with Paul Miller Racing and raced in the CTSCC GS class
with Volt Racing. This year Trent is racing IMSA GTD with Meyer Shank Racing
in the Acura NSX GT3 Evo and with the Park Place Motorsports Porsche 718
Cayman GT4 Clubsport in the Michelin Pilot Challenge GS class.

Trent Hindman

2019 Pro Driver Information
To n y K a n a a n 					 TonyKanaan.com

This is Tony’s third year in our Pro-driver lineup, but he is no stranger to those who
follow IndyCar and SportsCar racing. Tony returns this year for his 22nd IndyCar
season driving the A.J. Foyt Enterprises #14 IndyCar. Tony is the all-time IndyCar
leader in most consecutive starts at 302, going back to 2001 and has 132 top-five
finishes and 17 IndyCar wins. Tony became the first driver to compete in every
possible lap in a season on his way to winning the 2004 Verizon IndyCar Series
Championship. Tony won the Indianapolis 500 in 2013. Tony won the Rolex 24
Hours at Daytona in 2015, competed in 2016 and 2017 all for Chip Ganassi’s Ford
Race team. In addition, Tony raced in the 2017 and 2018 24 Hours of Le Mans for
Chip Ganassi. Tony’s first race of the 2019 season will be the Firestone Grand Prix
of St. Petersburg NTT IndyCar Series.

KyleMasson.com
This will be Kyle’s second year participating as a Pro Driver with Karts 4 Kids. This
is Kyle’s fourth year of professional racing, mostly with Performance Tech Motorsports driving the Oreca LMP2 Prototypes. Kyle has demonstrated that he has
a promising racing career ahead of him. He finished fifth in the 2016 IMSA Mazda Protype Lites and in 2017 won the MPC class of IMSA Prototype Challenge
with 11 wins in 12 races. Kyle and team won the Tequila Patron N. American
Endurance Cup in PC class, winning the Rolex 24 at Daytona, Mobil 12 Hours at
Sebring and Sahlen’s Six Hours at the Glen. In 2018 the Performance Tech team
competed in the P1 class in a transition to the 2019 IMSA LMP2 class, where they
finished second in class at the 2019 Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona

Kyle Masson

ZachVeach.com
Zach is also back for his second Kart 4 Kids event, giving back helping the kids at
All Children’s Hospital. Zack discovered a love for karting in 2007 at the age of 12.
From there, he transitioned to Formula BMW. In 2010, he joined the Mazda Road
to Indy series competing in the USF2000 National Championship when he was
signed by Andretti Auto Sport as a developmental driver. Over the next four seasons Zach climbed the Mazda Road to Indy Ladder with Andretti Autosport competing in USF2000, ProMazda and IndyLights. Zach has raced in the NTT IndyCar
Series the last two years and will be driving the #26 Andretti AutoSport IndyCar
starting in the Firestone Gran Prix of St. Petersburg for the 2019 season.

Z a c h Ve a c h

TristanVautier.com
Tristan returns for his second time to help the kids at All Children’s Hospital.
Tristan won the Pro Mazda Series in 2011 and won the Indy Lights crown in
2012. In 2013 Tristan moved to the Izod IndyCar Series driving for Schmidt Peterson Motorsports where he was Rookie of the Year. He spent the 2014 season
driving Mazda Prototypes for SpeedSource. In 2015 Tristan went back to IndyCar, driving for Dale Coyne Racing. Tristan spent 2016 thru 2018 in the Weathertech SportsCar Series mostly driving Prototypes, including a 2nd place finish in
the Liqui Molly Bathurst 12 Hour race. Tristan started this year with the Rolex 24
at Daytona in the DPI class with JDC-Miller Motorsports.

T r i s t a n Va u t i e r

2019 Pro Driver Information
Colton Herta

This is Colton’s first year at the kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart Race and as usual started
at a young age racing karts. He quickly moved into open wheeled racing including
the Pacific F1600 series which he won in 2013. Colton joined the Mazda Road to
Indy series in 2014, but at the end of the season he made the decision to move
to Europe. In Europe, Colton finished third in the British F4 championship in 2015
and third in the Euroformula Open F3 championship. He returned to the U.S. in
2017 to compete in a new Indy Lights team, Andretti-Steinbrenner Racing and
finished third in the title chase in his rookie season. In 2018, he finished second in
the championship with three poles, four wins and 13 podiums in 17 races. Colton
starts this year in the NTT IndyCar Series with Harding Steinbrenner Racing.

James Hinchcliffe

James brings Hinchtown to the Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart Race to help the kids at
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. James started his racing career in Karting
as do most Pro drivers. James moved into the Road to IndyCar Series in 2003
with numerous wins in F2000, BMW Rookie of the year(2004), culminating in
a 2nd place finish in the 2010 Firestone Indy Lights Series. James began his
IndyCar career with Newman/Haas Racing as the 2011 Rookie of the Year. He
scored his first win at the 2013 season opener at St. Petersburg, followed by
a win in Brazil and then at the Iowa Corn Indy. James scored his 4th win at the
inaugural Grand Prix of New Orleans but is sidelined the rest of the season after
a crash in the practice session for the 2015 Indy 500. James returned to IndyCar
in 2016 with Schmidt Peterson Motorsport and scored a win in both the 2017
and 2018 seasons. James will start the 2019 NTT IndyCar Series with Schmidt
Peterson Motorsports.

Ben Hanley

This will be Ben’s first appearance at the Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart Race to help
the kids at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. Ben had a successful career in
the European karting series, winning a number of championships and individual
races. Ben moved to the Formula Renault 3.5 Series in 2006 and finished
second in the championship in 2007. In 2008 Ben ran in the GP2 Series, first
in Europe and later in Asia. In 2009 and 2010 he competed in the Euroseries
3000 and Superleague Formula respectively. Ben raced the European Le Mans
Series in the LMP2 class with DragonSpeed Racing 2016, 2017 and 2018. He
raced the WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, the FIA World Endurance
Championship and the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 2017 and 2018/2019 seasons.
DragonSpeed has announced that Ben will compete in 5 IndyCar races,
including the 103rd Indianapolis 500, in 2019.

Drivers also donate memorabilia for the auction which is available for bidding. Items in 2018
included signed race-worn helmets, fire suits, shoes, and gloves, along with autographed
merchandise and other non-racing items. The Karts 4 Kids auction arguably hosts the
greatest variety of signed racing memoriablia available for auciton in a single event.

2019 Pro Driver Information
Matheus Leist

Matheus will join us this year making his first appearance at the Kart 4 Kids ProAm Kart Race to benefit All Children’s Hospital. Matheus began karting in 2009 at
the age of eleven, had a successful karting career and moved up to single-seaters in 2014. That year in the Brazilian F3 Championship he finished the season in
second place with 2 wins and 9 podiums. In 2016 Matheus driving for Double R
Racing won the British Formula 3 Championship scoring four wins, two poles and
six fastest laps, taking the title at the final round. In 2017, Matheus signed with
Carlin for the Indy Lights Championship. During his first season, he picked up his
first podium at the Grand Prix of Indianapolis before taking pole and winning the
Freedom 100 under two weeks later. A.J. Foyt Enterprises hired Matheus to drive
the No. 4 Chevrolet for the 2018 season, teaming up with veteran Brazilian driver
Tony Kanaan and making his NTT IndyCar debut at the Firestone Grand Prix of
St. Petersburg on March 11, 2018. Matheus makes his first start in 2019 at the
Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg.

Santino Ferrucci

We welcome Santino to his first Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am Kart Race to benefit the kids
at All Children’s Hospital. At 14 years old, Santino made his professional debut
in the SBF2000 Winter Series season, winning three out of ten races. In 2014
Santino competed in five German Formula Three races, scoring a 2nd place in his
fourth race. He also completed three British Formula 3 races scoring a pole and
two wins. Santino is the youngest winner in British Formula 3 History. In 2015
Santino raced in the Toyota Racing Series in New Zealand and the European
Formula 3 after. He ran the Macau Grand Prix in 2014 and 2015 and he drove the
GP3 Series in both 2016 and 2017. Santino made his Formula 2 debut during the
2017 season and remained with the Trident team for most of the 2018 season.
He finished 2018 making his NTT IndyCar Series debut in four races with Dale
Coyne Racing. Santino will continue to run in the #19 car for Dale Coyne Racing in
the 2019 season.

Felix Rosenqvist

Felix began his career in karting, finishing second in the Nordic Championship in
2005. In 2007 he moved up to single-seat racing in the Asian Formula Renault series winning Rookie of the Year. In 2008 Felix won 10 out of 15 races to claim the
2008 Formula Asia 2.0 title. In 2009, he returned to Sweden and won both the North
European Zone and Swedish Formula Renault championships. Felix won two races
with eight podium finishes in the 2010 German Formula 3 Championship. In 2011,
Felix progressed into Formula 3 Euro Series with German outfit Mücke Motorsport. In
2012, he dovetailed a second season of Formula 3 Euro Series racing with an attack
on the revived FIA European F3 Championship, in which he finished third overall,
winning four out of the final six races. In 2013, he competed again in the restructured
FIA Formula 3 European Championship, finishing second overall with ten wins and
18 podiums. Felix made his debut in the prestigious Macau Grand Prix street race in
2010. He ran the Macau Grand Prix again in 2012 and logged a second place finish.
In 2014, Felix won the end-of-season Formula 3 world finale in Macau. Having won
each of the major F3 standalone events, Felix finally won the 2015 FIA F3 European Championship title. He then brought the
2015 season to a perfect end by repeating his Macau Grand Prix win of the previous year, becoming only the second driver
in history to win the event twice. In 2016 Felix ran the first half of the Indy Lights Series before joining Mahindra Racing in the
ABB Formula E Series for 2016, 2017 and 2018. In 2019 Felix has joined Chip Ganassi Racing for the NTT IndyCar Series.

2019 Pro Driver Information
KyleKaiserRacing.com
After building an extensive resume in karting from age of 7, Kyle advanced to
formula cars with Skip Barber in 2009, winning the Western Region Rookie-ofthe-Year title, finishing 2nd overall in the 2009-10 championship. Kyle joined
World Speed Motorsports and captured the Pro Mazda class championship in
the 2012 Formula Car Challenge. He made his professional open wheel racing
debut in September 2012 in Star Mazda. Kyle finished seventh in the 2013 Pro
Mazda Championship and sixth in 2014. He moved up to Indy Lights Presented
by Cooper Tires in 2015. In 2016, Kyle took third place in the final championship
standings, with victories at Phoenix and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and eight
total podiums. Kyle won the 2017 Indy Lights title and the Mazda Scholarship that
helped him graduate into the Verizon IndyCar Series with three wins, three pole
positions and eight podium finishes in 16 races. In 2018 Kyle joined Juncos Racing in the NTT IndyCar Series and will drive the #32 car for Juncos Racing in 2019.

Kyle Kaiser

Kory Enders@KoryEnders.com
Kory raced the Pro Mazda Championship Presented by Cooper Tires in 2016 for
DE Force Racing and the FIA Formula 4 Nacam Championship in 2016-2017.
In 2017 he also raced 8 races in the F4 US Championship Powered by Honda
- SCCA Pro Overall. Kory raced 14 races in the 2017 Cooper Tires USF2000
Championship Powered by Mazda as well as 15 races in the 2017 Castrol Toyota
Racing Series with MTEC Motorsport. Kory drove 6 races in the 2017-2018 FIA
Formula 4 Nacam Championship and 4 races in the 2018 F4 US Championship
Powered by Honda. Kory raced 2 races in the 2018 Pro Mazda Series and 14 races in the 2018 Cooper Tires USF2000 Championship Powered by Mazda. To date
in the 2018-19 FIA Formula 4 Nacam Championship Kory in two races has scored
one win and pole position.

Kory Enders

Thank you to the crew at Andersen Racepark for your hospitality
and dedication to ensuring this be the best karting event yet.

Visit Kart4Kids.org

for photos, race results and to find
out how you can contribute to the cause

Meet Rob Howden

“The Voice of the Mazda Road to Indy”
For the last 25 years, Rob has dedicated his life to the coverage of kart racing
and open wheel formula car racing in North America as the Editor-in-Chief and
Publisher of past publications such as Shifter Kart Illustrated and FormulaCar
Magazine, and most currently, the industry-leading website eKartingNews.com.
From this editorial position, he expanded into trackside play-by-play on the PA
for the primary karting series and events across the continent, and is considered
the leading announcer in the karting community, handling the race calls for series
such as the Superkarts! USA Pro Tour and Winter Series, the Texas ProKart
Challenge, the Challenge of the Americas and the SKUSA SuperNationals.
Eventually, this led him to his position with Andersen Promotions as the ‘Voice
of the Road to Indy Presented by Cooper Tires’, which he has held for the last
eight years. In 2014, Rob joined the IndyCar Radio Network broadcast team
as a pit reporter for the Indy Lights Presented by Cooper Tires and the Verizon
IndyCar Series, completing this connection from kart racing through the ladder
system to the top level of the sport.
It is Rob’s continual contact with the sport’s young drivers as they climb from
karting that has provided him with immense background knowledge and a rap
port with the competitors, many of whom have been interviewed by him since
their earliest days in karting. Rob will call over 20 different racing events this year,
including tonight’s Kart4Kids charity event, which will take him to all four corners
of the country.

A very special

thanks to:

• Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg
• Chip Ganassi Racing
• Ike’s Storage
• Sara Monaco of Apparel World
• USF St. Petersburg Campus
• St. Petersburg High School
			
ROJANS and INTERACT
• MAX PAPIS
• EVS Sports
• Dale Coyne of Dale Coyne Racing

“

The Kart 4 Kids Pro-Am charity kart race moving to the Firestone
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg circuit is a fantastic development.
It’s going to generate even more momentum for Kart 4
Kids’ fund-raising efforts, and it’s another tremendous way this
race weekend is having a major impact on children in our local
community. I’m excited to see all these competitors kick off the
race weekend and battle on this special circuit in Turn 1.

”

Co-owner, chairman and CEO of Green Savoree Racing Promotions,
organizers of the Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg

Thank You Team Sponsors!

See Inside Cover for Our Team Sponsors!
Visit Kart4Kids.org

